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CONTAC T INFORMATION
Please contact one of the following individuals for additional
information on the brownfields program:

BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM

WHAT ARE BROWNFIELDS?

OBJECTIVE

Brownfields are underutilized or abandoned
properties in which future development is
complicated by perception or presence of
environmental contaminants.

The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Brownfields
Program is designed to empower states, cities, tribes,
communities, and other stakeholders in economic
redevelopment to work together in a timely manner to
assess, safely cleanup, and sustainably reuse brownfields.

Brownfield sites can include land or buildings
containing asbestos or other pollutants;
former industrial or commercial sites such as
gas stations, dry cleaners, auto repair shops,
industrial manufacturers, warehouses, service
stations, landfills, and mine-scarred land.

The City will principally use its Area-Wide EPA
Brownfields Assessment Grant funds to investigate
abandoned or underutilized properties, abandoned
mining operations, former industries, and similar
brownfield sites in Oskaloosa. Clearing brownfields of
environmental stigmas will help our neighborhoods
remain vibrant and sustainable.

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES:

CITY OF OSKALOOSA:
Sean Murphy
Engineering Technician
804 South D Street
City of
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
Phone: (641) 673-7472
E-mail: sean.murphy@oskaloosaiowa.org
City Brownfields Website: www.oskaloosaiowa.org/
brownfields
City Website: www.oskaloosaiowa.org
™

REGION 7 EPA BROWNFIELDS:
Jonathan Harrington
Brownfields Project Officer
US EPA Region 7
11201 Renner Boulevard
Lenexa, KS 66219
Phone: 913 551-7894
E-mail: harrington.jonathan@epa.gov
Region 7 Website: www2.epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-region-7midwest
EPA Brownfields Website: www.epa.gov/brownfields

Mel Pins
Program Coordinator
Iowa Brownfields
Redevelopment Program
502 East 9th Street
Des Moines, IA 50319
Phone: (515) 725-8344
E-mail: Mel.Pins@dnr.iowa.gov
Website: www.iowabrownfields.com

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANT:
Rose Amundson
Project Manager
HR Green, Inc.
8710 Earhart Lane SW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
Phone: (319)-841-4374
E-Mail: ramundson@hrgreen.com
Website: www.hrgreen.com

CITY OF OSKALOOSA BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM
CAN PROVIDE:
Financial resources:
• No cost environmental assessments for qualifying
redevelopment projects

Technical resources:
• Identification of brownfields
• Assistance with state or federal agency programs
• Phase I/II environmental documentation on
redevelopment sites

QUICK FACTS
The EPA estimates there are over 450,000 brownfield sites
in the United States.

In 2019, Oskaloosa was one of three communities in Iowa
to be awarded an EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant.

149 communities nationwide received a total of $64.6
million in EPA brownfields funding in FY 2019.

The EPA funding will allow the City to complete
approximately 16 Phase I Environmental Site Assessments
and 8 Phase II Environmental Site Assessments.

The City of Oskaloosa received a $300,000 Brownfields
Hazardous Substances Assessment Grant.

COMMUNIT Y INVOLVEMENT - WE NEED YOUR HELP!
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
Citizen participation is vital to ensuring the successful
implementation of the City’s Brownfields Program.
Involving the community provides city officials with an
understanding of your needs. We want to know how you
envision our brownfield areas as redeveloping.
We can then incorporate the feedback into the
cleanup planning to create sustainable redevelopment
that creates jobs, increases our tax revenues, and
attracts new residents and businesses. You will help us
shape our future!

ASSESSING BROWNFIELDS
BROWNFIELDS LIABILITY

PHASE I ESAS

New buyers and current owners of a property can be
held responsible for correcting past environmental
problems under the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act and
amendments (CERCLA/Superfund).

A Phase I ESA is a preliminary look at a possibly
contaminated property. Phase I ESAs are performed to
identify recognized environmental conditions (RECs) in
which a real or potential release of hazardous and/or
petroleum materials has or may have occurred.

The 2002 passing of the Small Business Liability Relief
and Brownfields Revitalization Act provides liability
protections by establishing standards to conduct
“all appropriate inquiries” on properties prior to
purchase. Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs) satisfy
requirements to obtain innocent landowner, contiguous
property owner, or prospective purchaser protections
under CERCLA liability guidelines.

ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENTS (ESAS)
Information is necessary to identify if a property is
contaminated or not. Common sense tells us that every
property with a prior industrial or commercial use does
not necessarily require environmental cleanup.
Further, it would be impractical to go to every
brownfield site and collect samples for laboratory
analysis. So how are properties assessed for
contamination? Where do we begin?

PHASE II ESAS
In the event Phase I identifies contaminants, the
brownfields program may be able to fund for more
accurate assessments. If samples are found to have
higher than acceptable contamination levels (according
to state and federal standards), cleanup of the site may
be necessary.
In such cases, the EPA Brownfields Program has funds
available on a competitive basis that can provide financing
for cleanup activities. The brownfields program also
supports non-profit organizations development provided
through technical assistance and cleanup grants.

HOW YOU CAN HELP & GET INVOLVED
The EPA requires that cities receiving brownfields grant
money involve members of the community by providing
opportunities for brownfield redevelopment education.
The following opportunities are available to you:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Public meetings
Printed fact sheets
City websites
Newspaper public notices
Contact persons
Public comment periods

PROJECT WEBSITE
Citizens can track project progress on the City’s
brownfields website. The highly-interactive tool
features a Geographic Information System (GIS) map
that displays project data including sites targeted for
investigation, sites with completed assessment activities,
recognized environmental conditions, sampling
locations, and environmental database records, etc. All
environmental investigation reports are also available for
review or download.
Check back frequently - the City is committed to keeping
the website up-to-date with all project information. Visit
the website at www.oskaloosaiowa.org/brownfields

HOW CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
Your suggestions are important to us as we work to
assess and better the community.
Contact Sean Murphy, at (641) 673-7472 or by email
at sean.murphy@oskaloosaiowa.org to get
involved with the City of Oskaloosa’s Brownfields
redevelopment initiative.

