
Planning & Zoning Commission

PLAN OSKY
A Comprehensive Plan for Oskaloosa, Iowa

May 3, 2022



Plan Osky

What is a Comprehensive Plan:

ÅA guide for development policy.

ÅA context for making key land use and 
public investment decisions.

Å! Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ

ÅA tool to guide city priorities and 
directions, including capital improvement 
programming.

ÅA strategic document that is adapted to 
the specific needs and hopes of the city.
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Schedule Update



The planning team 
was in town for 3-days 
in March for an 
intense working 
session with the 
public. We could not 
cover everything, but
focused on the highest 
priorities. 



Zoning 
Process



Listening Sessions

ÅListening Sessions
ÅNovember 16-17th

ÅGroups: 
ÅSeniors, Residents (6)
ÅChamber, Downtown groups (8)
ÅMusco(6)
ÅHousing Providers (5)
ÅCounty Staff (3)
ÅWilliam Penn (18)
ÅEmployers (3)
ÅSchool District
ÅHospital
ÅOskyEngineering

ÅRealtors/Developers (6)
ÅBoards and Commissions (4)

ÅArts and Culture Roundtable
Å Input materials for Eggs and Issues
ÅUniversity Park 
ÅHigh School Class



Mapping Comments and Themes ς

aƻǎǘ ά¦Ǉ ±ƻǘŜǎέ
- Connect bowling alley to skate rink, shopping 

complex to the south
- The mall for an indoor park, garden, climate-

controlled recreation.
- Add more experiences at the mall.
- Redevelop the site south of the Super 8 on S 17th St.
- Redevelop site east of old Slumberland on S 17th St.
- Restaurant near Fairfield Inn.



Survey Responses -

What do you believe 
areOskaloosa'sgreatest assets?(please 
rank at least 5)
Community
1. Parks and Outdoor Recreation
2. Family Friendly
3. Historic Character
4. Downtown District
5. Arts and Cultural Attractions, 

Events

Of this list, pleaserankitems that you believe 
should be the city's top priorities.
Community
1. Grow local businesses
2. Improve infrastructure in older 

neighborhoods
3. Attract more diverse industries
4. Strengthen Downtown as a destination
5. Provide a wider variety of housing types, 

including apartments attached houses, and 
condominiums



Preliminary Challenges and 
Opportunities

Opportunities

ÅPopulation growth

ÅAttraction of families (25-34 age cohort, 
median age decreasing)

ÅGenerally diverse workforce

ÅIncreasing incomes (over inflation)

ÅBecoming more diverse

Challenges

ÅIncomes perhaps lower than other areas in 
Iowa

ÅCŜǿ άƴŜǘέ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ Ǉŀǎǘ 
several years

ÅVacancy rates increasing? (more investigation 
needed)

ÅLower median home values 

More renters than peer cities



Oskaloosa Tomorrow


