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2021 Accomplishments
• Completed construction of the Early
Childhood Education Center portion
the new facility that will also house
the YMCA in 2022, a +$35 million
project between the city, Oskaloosa
Community School District, and YMCA.
• Completed the $1.1 million Meadow
Creek subdivision reconstruction
project including reconstruction of the
roadway, installation of new sidewalk
and new cul-de-sacs at the end of the
roadway along West Glendale Road,
McMullin Drive, and Caldwell Place.

Complimentary Issue

Message from your Mayor

It is an honor and privilege to enter my 13th year as Mayor in 2022.
While we didn’t see an end to the COVID-19 pandemic and related
disruptions, as a city we were able to move forward with our projects
and priorities. These included ongoing work towards improving our
infrastructure (sewer, wastewater, roads), increasing housing inventory
while decreasing nuisance properties, and completion of the Early Mayor
Childhood Education portion of the new facility that will also house Dave Krutzfeldt
the YMCA in 2022. We’re looking forward to another year of progress for our community
with the assistance of a new city manager, hopeful that the pandemic will move towards
being an endemic, and grateful for our Council members, employees, and board and
commission members working diligently on our behalf. If you have suggestions or would
like to join us in our efforts, please reach out to me at: dkrutzfeldt@oskaloosaiowa.org.

How $1 of Property Tax is Divided in Oskaloosa FY2022

• Started construction on Phase 3 of
the Downtown Façade Improvement
Project on the south side of square, a
$968,000 project.

IHCC:
<$0.03

• Formed a citizen advisory committee
and launched Plan Osky, a year-long
effort to hear public input and update
the 2000 Comprehensive Plan. This
effort is coupled with an update to the
zoning code, and is a $138,000 project.
• Partnered with local agencies to
complete a senior housing study for
Mahaska County.

State of Iowa:
<$0.01

City of Oskaloosa:
$0.38

Mahaska County:
$0.23

By The Numbers

• Installed sidewalk along 15th Avenue
East to connect South Market
Street to South 2nd Street near the
recreation trail.

Year

• Constructed a new bridge on North
17th Street connecting to the
Northeast Wastewater Treatment
Facility, a $560,000 project completed
with an 80/20 matching Iowa DOT
grant.
• Completed eight Phase I Environmental
Site Assessment (ESA) reports and
four Phase II ESA reports through the
EPA Brownfields Grant.
• Chip sealed approximately 29,000 feet
of roadway, generally in the southwest
quadrant of the city.

Oskaloosa School District:
$0.37

Residential Permits

Construction Valuation
of Permits Issued

Units
Demolished

New Units
Built

2017

16

16

$ 2,566,683 $ 8,603,629 $11,170,312

2018

19

21

$ 4,224,540 $13,416,027 $17,640,567

2019

19

29

$ 5,540,898 $17,443,162 $22,984,060

2020

12

30

$ 6,768,426 $33,759,876 $40,528,302

2021

12

17

$ 6,545,775 $26,948,646 $33,494,421

5-Year Avg.
5-Year Total

16
78

23
113

$ 5,129,264 $20,034,268 $25,163,532
$25,646,322 $100,171,340 $125,817,662

Residential

Comm./
Ind./Civic

Total

Pandemic challenges continued into 2021 causing supply chain issues and skyrocking building
material prices. Lumber costs have stabilized, but other material pricing remains high and is
expected to limit residential construction in 2022. Still, Oskaloosa saw a strong construction
investment last year. Permits for residential units included 4 townhouses, 7 single-family
homes, and 6 duplex units. Construction valuations reached their second highest levels in five
years. High commerical/industrial/civic permit valuations continue to surpass our 5-year average.
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Upcoming 2022-2023 Projects
• Complete construction of the YMCA: The total
combined project encompasses 90,000 square
feet (12 acres total) including the completed
Early Childhood Education Center, with
construction of the YMCA to be finished in 2022.
The total project is estimated at +$35 million
with funding through the city’s Local Option
Sales Tax (LOST), the Oskaloosa Community
School District’s statewide penny sales tax, and
local donors.
• Downtown Housing: The city council will
continue efforts to expand local housing
opportunities by submitting a Downtown
Housing Grant application to the Iowa Economic
Development Authority (IEDA) on behalf of BAS
Properties, LLC for improvements to upper
story apartments at 601 High Avenue West. If
awarded, the estimated project cost is $384,000
with $300,000 provided by IEDA.
• Downtown Oskaloosa Façade Improvements:
Investment in our downtown buildings will
continue if the city successfully receives CDBG
grant funds to further its partnership with local
property owners and IEDA. Phase 4 is proposed
for the 500-600 block of High Avenue West and
is estimated at $1.1 million. If approved by the
city council and property owners, conceptual
drawings will be prepared in 2022 and grant
application submitted in 2023.

and adoption of the new Comprehensive Plan.
Recommendations from the new plan will then
be incorporated into an update of the zoning
code, to be completed in 2023. View activities
and progress at http://planoskaloosa.com.
• Certified Site: The city, industry partners,
property
owners,
Mahaska
Chamber,
and Mahaska County representatives are
collaborating to create an Iowa Certified Site at
the southeast industrial park. A certified site
fills the demand for companies looking for a
development-ready location. An application will
be submitted in February 2022.

• Old Post Office Redevelopment: Oskaloosa
Post Development LLC will continue their efforts
to rehabilitate the old post office building into a
restaurant and pub with completion anticipated
by mid-2022.

• US 63 to Highway 23 Local Connector: Local
representatives are continuing efforts to create
a full loop around Oskaloosa from the southeast
to the northeast by studying and pursuing an
opportunity to apply for a $6 million RISE grant
to construct the southeast local connector road.
The estimated project cost to construct the
southeast connector is $9.2 million.

• Plan Osky Comprehensive Plan and Zoning
Code Update: A community roundtable will be
held in January followed by a community studio
in March-April. Plan Osky is anticipated to be
complete in September with an open house

• Stormwater Master Plan: The city is partnering
with HR Green to develop a stormwater
master plan. The goal of the plan is to identify
problems, develop capital improvement plans,
assess operations and maintenance activities
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and staffing needs, determine equitable
stormwater utility rates for property owners,
and plan for future updates to the system. The
plan is expected to be completed in early 2022.
• Sanitary Sewer and Water Main Project:
Continue the reconstruction of approximately
1,250 feet of sanitary sewer main and 1,500
feet of water main in the vicinity of 5th Avenue
and F Street, a $960,000 project.
• Wastewater Facility Improvements: Continue
work on both the southwest and northeast
wastewater plants, a +$3.5 million project
started in 2018 and continuing through 2022.
• Corridor Safety Improvements: Two traffic
projects estimated at $1 million are anticipated
to begin in spring 2022. These include conversion
of A Avenue to a three lane road, new traffic
signals at the intersection of North Market Street
with C Avenue, and upgrades to the controllers
for traffic signals throughout town.
• 2022 Street Overlay Projects: This project
includes an asphalt overlay in the vicinity of the
city square and with a projected cost estimate
of $600,000
• Sanitary Sewer Replacement North Market
to North B Street: This project, estimated at
$1.2 million, will replace the sanitary sewer
connection between North Market and North B
Street. This sewer has been identified as a source
of infiltration into the sanitary sewer system.
• Wastewater Long-Term Improvements: The
next phase in the long-term city plan is to
construct a new wastewater treatment facility.
The overall project is estimated at $41 million,
with an estimated $1.4 million allocated next
year for updating the facility plan and design.
• Edmundson Playground: Continue partnership
with community steering committee to replace
the wooden playground (installed in 1994)
with new equipment that will be inclusive,
accessible, and safe.
• Chip Sealing: NW quadrant of town scheduled
for annual chip sealing (75-100 blocks).
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