OBSERVATION REPORT
Project:
Observer:
Re:

Oskaloosa Early Childhood Education & YMCA
Michael J. Fisher, P.E., Water’s Edge Aquatic Design
`Observation of Construction Related to Aquatics

Owner:

City of Oskaloosa

Observation Date:

March 28, 2022

Report Issue Date:

March 30, 2022

Comments:
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

General
o Met with Mike Flahive, electrician, and Jimmy Goode on site.
o No noticeable work was performed on either pool or in the pool mechanical room.
Reviewed items to prepare for gutter and basin tests on the Recreation Pool.
o Two 4” plugs need to be installed in the gutters at the discharge pipes to the deck drain system.
o Three 8” plugs need to be reinflated/repositioned (one had fallen in the pipe).
o Reviewed the Recreation Pool Surge Pit and pump pit.
▪ Gutter pipe was capped.
▪ Main drain pipe is missing a butterfly valve. Since closing that valve isn’t an option for
testing the basin, then a plug could be inserted through the float valve.
▪ The 4” piping at the mud valve is knee high. It’d be more convenient if this were cut closer
to floor to allow easier drainage of the water that’ll accumulate in the surge tank once the
basin test is completed.
▪ The butterfly valve on the suction side of the features pump strainer basket could be closed
for testing. The strainer basket was disassembled and should be reassembled as a precaution
prior to filling pool with water.
▪ The deck drain sump pump should also be in working order as a precaution.
o The pool drain manhole is covered with piles of the removed competition pool backfill. It’d be wise
to monitor the water flowing into the manhole prior to and during testing.
o The underdrain piping from the Recreation pool is not visible in the deep end excavation. Not sure
where it’s at.
I noticed several of the spray features with compromised or missing protective packaging and being stored
directly on the concrete, compromising the integrity of their factory applied coatings.
Both pool structures were being used for storage materials and an area to paint sound panels.
While walking the exposed floor of the Recreational Pool, cracking was visible alongside the floor
construction joints (north and south of the main drain structure). When tapped on the surface, it was clearly
not sound. Contractor shall investigate this further to see what is failing. The unsound materials will need to
be removed. A proposed solution to remedy should be submitted to the design team for review.
The crack on the recreation pool deck (alongside the undermined natatorium foundation wall) is now
measured at about 6 mm wide (where previously measured) and measures about 3/8” between the wall and
the deck.
The exposed cohesive soil subgrade around the Competition Pool and around the deep end excavation appears
to continue to dry out. Evidence of this is widening cracks and calving off at vertical surfaces. The drying of
soils beneath the undermined foundation walls may be of concern. There appears to be no provisions to
maintain acceptable level of soil moisture content at perimeter of excavations and beneath footings.
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