City of Oskaloosa
Planning and Zoning Commission
Council Chambers
City Hall, 220 S. Market Street
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
Agenda
February 5, 2019
4:30 PM

1. Roll Call
Chair: Campbell _____; Members: Beane _____; Blomgren _____; Keep _____; Russell
_____;
Sereg _____.

2. Approval of the Minutes
A. Approval of the January 8, 2019 minutes
Documents:
20190108 PZ MINUTES.PDF

3. Citizens to be Heard
4. Street and Alley Vacations
A. Consider a request to authorize the vacation and sale of the
66.5 foot by 16.5 foot section of the north-south alley adjacent
to 315 North L Street.
Documents:
315 NORTH L ST ALLEY VACATE PZ AGENDA.DOCX
315 NORTH L STREET VACATE MAP.PDF
PICTURES.DOCX
315 N L ALLEY VACATE APPLICATION.PDF
ALLEY VACATE SURVEY RESPONSES.XLS

5. Miscellaneous Business
A. Comprehensive Plan review
Documents:
20190205 PZ COMMUNICATION COMP PLAN REVIEW.DOCX

A. Comprehensive Plan review
Documents:
20190205 PZ COMMUNICATION COMP PLAN REVIEW.DOCX

6. Adjournment
If you require special accommodations, please contact the City Manager's Office at least
24 hours prior to the meeting at (641) 673-9431.

CITY OF OSKALOOSA
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
January 8, 2019
A regularly-scheduled meeting of the Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Commission for the City of
Oskaloosa was called to order at 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 8, 2019, by Chair Wyndell Campbell
at 220 South Market Street, Oskaloosa, Iowa.
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Robb Beane, Wyndell Campbell, R. D. Keep, Linda Russell and
Mike Sereg. COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: Pamela Blomgren and David Kurtz. CITY STAFF
PRESENT: Shawn Christ, Akhilesh Pal, Sean Murphy and Marilyn Johannes. OTHERS PRESENT: Jane
and James Walker, Darrell Van Kampen, Michael Vos and other members of the public.
Minutes from the December 4, 2018 Planning and Zoning Commission meeting.
It was moved by Russell, seconded by Keep to approve the December 4, 2018 Planning and Zoning
Commission minutes. Motion carried unanimously.
Citizens to be Heard
None.
Consider an ordinance amending Oskaloosa Municipal Code Title 17, “ZONING”, by adding a new
Chapter 17.38 entitled “Building Materials and Design Standards. (PUBLIC HEARING)
Campbell opened the public hearing. There were no oral or written comments received. Campbell
closed the public hearing.
Christ commented that he would like to revise the wording in Section 17.38.020 subsection A of the
ordinance to read as follows: “Applicable land use types. All land use types except residential containing

less than three dwelling units and located within an applicable zoning district.”

Campbell asked for discussion from commission members and Russell said she agreed with
everything but the section regarding colors. Russell wants more flexibility, does not want to drive
through town and see everything brown. Campbell mentioned can go to the variance board if want
an exception. Russell did not like the idea of building owner having to go one more step. Sereg said
he leaned toward what Russell is trying to say. Do not want to limit.
Christ commented the ordinance follows what is found in most communities. Sereg asked for
direction from Christ. Campbell said in day to day operations of staff the wording should be more
black and white and asked if want to pull the section out.
Russell said she agreed with muted tones except removal of pink and lavender tones. Campbell
asked if want to remove pink and lavender tones portion of sentence, ok with that, and asked if want
to make a motion to end the last sentence in Section 17.38.050 with the word “allowable.”
It was moved by Russell, seconded by Sereg to approve the ordinance amending Title 17 of the
Oskaloosa Municipal Code to add a new Chapter 17.38 – “BUILDING MATERIALS AND DESIGN
STANDARDS” as written with Christ’s earlier revision and ending Section 17.38.050 with the word
“allowable” in the last sentence.

Beane suggested that pink and lavender be added to B. Christ said he preferred that C be added to
include pink and lavender instead of adding it to B. Russell and Sereg agreed to amend their motion
and second to add C to Section 17.38.050 to include pink and lavender. Campbell asked for a roll call
vote on the amended motion and the vote was: YES – Beane, Campbell, Keep, Russell and Sereg.
NAYS – None. Motion carried.
Consider a request to authorize the vacation and sale of the 133 foot by 16.5 foot section of the
north-south alley adjacent to 301 North L Street and 307 North L Street.
Staff received alley vacate requests from James and Jane Walker for the north-south alley adjacent to
their property at 301 North L Street, and from Darrell Van Kampen for the north-south alley adjacent
to his property at 307 North L Street. This alley is located in a General Commercial (GC) zoning
district.
Pal mentioned there were utilities in the alley that would require an easement and the property
owner at 321 North L opposed the rezoning indicating if a section of the alley is vacated and sold it
would restrict access to his garage door and due to the length of his trailer it would make it difficult
to get his trailer in and out of his property.
Campbell asked for comments from the audience. James Walker, 301 North L, Darrell Van Kampen,
307 North L, and Michael Vos, 317 North L, commented.
Murphy mentioned the owner of the property at 315 North L has applied to purchase the portion of
the alley adjacent to his property and the matter will be on the next Planning and Zoning
Commission agenda.
Campbell asked for a motion. It was moved by Russell, seconded by Keep to approve the vacation
and sale of the 133’ by 16.5’ section of the north-south alley adjacent to 301 North L Street and 307
North L Street with retention of a permanent easement for utility access.
Keep said he looked at the alley and he said he understands the concern of the property owner at
321 North L, but may not be enough to deny the sale. Russell asked if able to back onto C Avenue.
Pal said if cars are parked on C Avenue could restrict ability to back onto C Avenue.
Campbell called for a roll call vote on the motion to approve the vacation and sale with retention of a
permanent easement for utility access and the vote was: YES – Beane, Campbell, Keep, Russell and
Sereg. NAYS – None. Motion carried.
The commission briefly discussed the information item dealing with extraterritorial zoning. Christ
explained that Mahaska County is not zoned and the city has the ability to enact zoning within two
miles of the city limits. Christ said would need to amend the zoning maps and he recommends
updating the comprehensive plan which is 19 years old now. Christ said the change would require
that two members be added to the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Board of Adjustment to
represent Mahaska County.
Christ announced that David Kurtz has resigned from the Planning and Zoning Commission because
he is moving out of the area.

The meeting adjourned at 5:23 p.m.
Minutes by Marilyn Johannes

Planning & Zoning Commission
Meeting Date: February 5, 2019
Requested By: Public Works Department
Item Title:
Consider a request to authorize the vacation and sale of the 66.5 foot by 16.5 foot section of
the north-south alley adjacent to 315 North L Street.

Explanation:
Staff has received an alley vacate request from the property owners of 315 North L Street,
Jackie and Chuck Ferree, for the north-south alley adjacent to their property. This subject
alley is located in a General Commercial (GC) zoning district.
Oskaloosa Municipal Code section 12.24.020 requires this alley vacate request be referred to
the Planning & Zoning Commission. The Council has set a public hearing date for February 19,
2019 and referred this request to the Planning & Zoning Commission.
City staff conducted a survey of property owners with direct access to the alley and utility
companies. Of the 7 property owners who were surveyed, 6 responses were received from
property owners, 3 of which indicated that they did not object to the alley being vacated, and
3 indicating that they object to the alley being vacated. The objecting property owners stated
that they use this section of alley for access to their properties. The utility companies
indicated that there is an underground cable in the alley, so a permanent easement will be
required for utility access if the alley is vacated.
Recommended Action:
Staff recommends that the Planning and Zoning Commission review this request and provide
a recommendation to the City Council responding to this request.

Budget Consideration:
Commercial public alleys are sold for $1.00/square foot, therefore a revenue of (66.5 feet X
16.5 feet X $1.00/square foot) $1,097.25 will be received in addition to the non-refundable
$100.00 alley vacate application fee. At this time, the applicant has submitted a refundable
amount of $548.63 for half the portion of the alley adjacent to their property. If the council
approves the vacation and sale of said alley, then the City will receive the remainder of the
alley cost in the amount of $548.62.

Attachments:
Location Map, Alley Pictures, Alley Vacate Application, and Survey Responses.
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Pictures of the north-south alley adjacent to 315 N L St

Subject alley facing north from southern mid-block alley

Subject alley facing south from southern mid-block alley

ALLEY VACATION RESPONSES:
East-West Alley Adjacent to 615 North L St
ADDRESS:
MAILING ADDRESS
1312 C Avenue West

NAME:

RESPONSE:

Timothy and Terry DeJong

Does not approve

Robert and Amber Burrell

Approve

327 North L Street

3471 Adams Road,
Blakesburg, IA
PO Box 207

Oskaloosa Monuments, Inc.

Approve

321 North L Street

219 Terrace Drive

Jacob and Linda Walker

Does not approve

317 North L Street
315 North L Street

415 South 7th Street

Michael Vos
Charles and Jackie Ferree

No Response
Requsted Vacate

307 North L Street

Darrell VanKampen

Does not approve

301 North L Street

James and Jane Walker

Approve

1405 B Avenue West

UTILITY COMPANY RESPONSES:
MCG
WATER DEPT.
CENTURY LINK
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY
MIDAMERICAN GAS
MEDIACOM

COMMENTS:
Vacating this alley would restrict access to their lot west of the alley
segment

"I absolutely see no reason to close this alley I own the building at 321
North L in which I keep my 34 ft fifth wheel trailer. I need that alley open
to get in and out with it. I would not be able to make the corner otherwise.

This will not work for me because the garbage truck needs to go into that
alley to back up to my dumpster. I also pull a trailer and load and unload
in the alley beside me but I do have to go through the proposed vacate to
get thru

No infrastructure
No infrastructure
Underground cable in alley, will need permanent easement
No infrastructure
No infrastructure
No infrastructure

Planning & Zoning Commission
Meeting Date: February 5, 2019
Requested By: Development Services Department

Item Title:
Comprehensive Plan review

Explanation:
Iowa communities who enact zoning regulations are required to do
so in accordance with a long-range comprehensive plan (Code of
Iowa Section 414.3). Oskaloosa’s official Comprehensive Plan, “The
Oskaloosa Plan”, was adopted March 6, 2000 and was designed to
be a 20-year plan. The plan is nearing the end of its design life and
internal discussions indicate that preparations should begin to
update the plan.
As part of the fiscal year 2019-2020 budget work sessions, the
Development Services Department has been asked to review the
2000 Comprehensive Plan and determine what has been
implemented and what remains. Staff will also identify any notable deficiencies or concerns. This
analysis will be presented to decision-makers for consideration when complete.
This is an informational item only. No action is requested at this time.

Budget Consideration:
None at this time.

Attachments:
None. The Comprehensive Plan is available on the city’s website at
https://www.oskaloosaiowa.org/DocumentCenter/View/566.

